Australian Aquatic Biological Pty Limited
ACN. 127431118

Current Status

Main biological surveys of completed
Further surveys ongoing

Manuscript in preparation

Project: 100052
A new freshwater crayfish genus Euastacus (Decapoda:

Parastacidae) from the Nymboida River, NSW, Australia.

Jason Coughran®, & Robert B. McCormack®

A Environmental Futures Centre, Griffith School of Environment, Gold Coast Campus, Griffith

University, Queensland, Australia, 4222. j.coughran@griffith.edu.au

B Australian Crayfish Project, ¢/- Australian Aquatic Biological Pty Ltd, P.O. Box 3, Karuah,
NSW, Australia, 2324 info@aabio.com.au

Abstract

A new species of freshwater crayfish, Euastacus n. sp., is described from the New England
Tablelands of eastern NSW, Australia. This new species occurs in small, flowing streams in
temperate forest, and is restricted to altitudes above 500m above sea level. The species is
morphologically closest to E. neohirsutus, differing in the spination of the chelipeds, thorax and
abdomen. A key is provided to distinguish E. n. sp. from other broadly similar species of
Euastacus found in the region. This new species appears to be extremely restricted in its
distribution and habitat, and its conservation status is discussed. .
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